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FOUNDED 1997 

DRAFT MINUTES for: 

Thursday, April 5, 2018 

Convened at:  Olde Triangle Irish Alehouse, An Seanchai Room 

 
Meeting Call to Order; Presiding Officer’s welcome and Literary Address 
 
President Brent Townsend opened the meeting at 1935, welcomes all attendees and noted his 

ongoing theme of recognizing the women in Burns’ life.   

Jean Armour 1765-1834 
 
Jean Armour was the daughter of stonemason, James Armour in Mauchline, Ayrshire.  Jean, 
also known as the "Belle of Mauchline", met Robert Burns on a drying green around 1784 when 
she chased his dog away from her laundry.  According to Armour's testimony in 1827, she met 
Burns again at a local dance and they subsequently "fell acquainted".  Perhaps Robert wasn’t as 
“acquainted” with Jean as she may have been with him, as during this time his first illegitimate 
child, Elizabeth "Bess" Burns was born to Elizabeth Paton on 22 May 1785.  However, Robert 
and Jean were in a relationship by this time, and at the end of the year she was pregnant with 
his child.  Her announcement, in March 1786 that she was expecting Robert's baby caused her 
father James to faint.  The certificate of an informal marriage agreement between Burns and 
Armour was destroyed by James and he moved Jean to Paisley to prevent local gossip.  As all 
scandals typically do, the word had spread from Paisley, and the Mauchline Kirk recalled Jean 
on the 10th of June 1786 to admit that she was unmarried and pregnant and to demand the 
name of the baby's father.  Burns was called two weeks later on the 25th of June to admit his 
part in the affair.  In spite of the scandal and the poor light it would have presented Jean, 
Robert was reluctant to marry her.  In September of the same year, Jean gave birth to twins but 
it was only after she had twins again in March 1788 that Burns finally agreed to marry her. 
According to letters during this time, Burns actually intended on marrying Jean as soon as they 
realized she was pregnant but he was discouraged by her reluctance to disobey her father who 
did not approve of Robert marrying his daughter. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Drying_green&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Bishop_(Burns)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Paton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paisley,_Renfrewshire


It’s also worth noting that during this time, Burns was romantically involved with “Highland” 
Mary Campbell who was also allegedly pregnant by Robert, who, all the while, was making his 
plans to move to Jamaica.  After the Jamaica plans fell through, and “Highland” Mary passed in 
October of 1786 before giving birth, Burns determined that Jean must have finally abandoned 
him and declared himself single.  The local drama continued with Jean’s Father issuing a 
warrant for Robert who went into hiding for the summer, which conveniently coincided with 
the publishing of the Kilmarnock Edition.  
 
Jean continued to live at the family home in Mauchline; now with twins “Robert and Jean” and 
with the release of the Kimarnock edition, Burns moved to Edinburgh with intermittent trips 
home to Mauchline.  During one of these trips, Jean, again, became pregnant by Robert. 
 
Burns continued to live in Edinburgh, and eventually moved back to Mauchline in Feb. 1788, 
finding Jean kicked out of the family home and destitute at 8 months pregnant no less.  The 
couple renewed their relationship just in time for the second set of twins to arrive in March.  
Finally, due to the Robert’s success with the Kilmarnock edition, and however more likely 
because Jean had 3 of his children (losing one of the twins shortly after giving birth), James 
finally allowed the couple to marry.  The newlyweds moved to Dumfries had nine children 
together, not to mention another illegitimate child of Robert’s raised by Jean. As they say, the 
rest is history.  
 
Despite all the early turmoil in her life, Jean outlived Robert by nearly 38 years. It is said that 
she had a good memory, and Robert read to her most of his works and benefitted from her 
judgement.  
 
Robert Burns was not the perfect husband by any stretch and exhibited behaviour to match his 
reputation.  Jean, being an unmarried, pregnant woman in 1786, life would have been 
incredibly difficult.  However, despite the rough start, the many extramarital affairs and 
illegitimate children throughout their marriage, Jean stood by Robert.  Jean’s commitment to 
Robert and their marriage speaks volumes to her resolve and character.  It’s also safe to say 
that Jean loved Robert, and although many would be somewhat skeptical, I believe Robert 
loved Jean – although he had a strange way of showing it from time to time.  In a letter Robert 
wrote to Robert Ainslie in 1788 he said: 
 
"I have the pleasure to tell you that I have been extremely busy in all my buyings and bargainings 
hitherto; Mrs. Burns not excepted; which title I now avow to the World. (My emphasis) 
I am truly pleased with this last affair: it has indeed added to my anxieties for futurity, but it has given a 
stability to my mind and resolutions unknown before; and the poor girl has the most sacred enthusiasm 
of attachment to me, and has not a wish but to gratify my every idea of her deportment." 

 



Bonie Jean 

 
There was a lass, and she was fair,  
At kirk or market to be seen;  
When a' our fairest maids were met,  
The fairest maid was bonie Jean.  
 
And aye she wrought her mammie's wark,  
And aye she sang sae merrilie;  
The blythest bird upon the bush  
Had ne'er a lighter heart than she.  
 
But hawks will rob the tender joys  
That bless the little lintwhite's nest;  
And frost will blight the fairest flowers,  
And love will break the soundest rest.  
 
Young Robie was the brawest lad,  
The flower and pride of a' the glen;  
And he had owsen, sheep, and kye,  
And wanton naigies nine or ten.  
 
He gaed wi' Jeanie to the tryste,  
He danc'd wi' Jeanie on the down;  
And, lang ere witless Jeanie wist,  
Her heart was tint, her peace was stown!  
 
As in the bosom of the stream,  
The moon-beam dwells at dewy e'en;  
So trembling, pure, was tender love  
Within the breast of bonie Jean.  
 
 

And now she works her mammie's wark,  
And aye she sighs wi' care and pain;  
Yet wist na what her ail might be,  
Or what wad make her weel again.  
 
But did na Jeanie's heart loup light,  
And didna joy blink in her e'e,  
As Robie tauld a tale o' love  
Ae e'ening on the lily lea?  
 
The sun was sinking in the west,  
The birds sang sweet in ilka grove;  
His cheek to hers he fondly laid,  
And whisper'd thus his tale o' love:  
 
"O Jeanie fair, I lo'e thee dear;  
O canst thou think to fancy me,  
Or wilt thou leave thy mammie's cot,  
And learn to tent the farms wi' me?  
 
"At barn or byre thou shalt na drudge,  
Or naething else to trouble thee;  
But stray amang the heather-bells,  
And tent the waving corn wi' me."  
 
Now what could artless Jeanie do?  
She had nae will to say him na:  
At length she blush'd a sweet consent,  
And love was aye between them twa. 

 
Robert Burns (1793) 

 
 

Attendance / Regrets 

Attendance 

Andrew Bell; Patrick Craig; Phil Craig; Tom Fitzpatrick; Jim Fletcher; Fred Leafloor; John 

Lewandowski; Adam Lingham; Clive MacGregor; Donny MacKenzie; Joel McNeil; Richard 

McNair; Ross Munro; Brent Townsend; Bob Trainor. (15) 

 



Regrets 

Stewart Cameron; Gordon Fader; John Dunn; Chris Kingston; Alan Manchester; Angus 

McDonald; Terry Rowell; Paul Roy; David Sanderson; Bill Scott; Michael Sherar; Richard 

Silvester; Thomas Phelan. (13) 

 
Introduction of Guests 

Brent Townsend introduced Ted Stuart (Prospective Member - 2nd Meeting).  Because of the 

close of the school year (Dalhousie U.) and his return home to Ontario, Mr. Stuart’s third 

meeting requirement is suspended until September, at which time should he continue to be 

interested in the Club, his elevation to Club Member may be considered. 

 

 

Review and adoption of online minutes from previous monthly meeting 

One amendment had been received for the DRAFT March Minutes and the revised Minutes 

were posted to the site.  The March Meeting Minutes were adopted as posted. 

 

 

Officers and Committees Activity Reports 

 

Secretary 

Fred Leafloor reported a number of communications were received over the past month: 

Robert Burns World Federation: 

 President’s Blog (March 2018):  http://www.rbwf.org.uk/presidents-blog-march/ 

 RBWF March 2018 Newsletter (HBC Supper featured on Page 11): 

http://www.rbwf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/RBWF-Newsletter-March-

2018.pdf 

Clan Lamont (Nova Scotia) invitations to events: 

 Tuesday April 10th:  Lieutenant Governor’s Tartan Day Tribute, with the Amethyst 

Scottish Dancers (book your attendance in advance at 902-424-7001) 

Clan Stewart (Nova Scotia): 

 Saturday April 7th Tartan Day Dinner at St. Margaret of Scotland Church Hall (Robie 

Street, Halifax).  Book your attendance at 902-443-2541 or 902-864-1994 

RBANA Tattler Magazine 2018 with AGM Nominee Information 

 http://www.rbana.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Tattler-Winter-18.pdf) 

http://www.rbwf.org.uk/presidents-blog-march/
http://www.rbwf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/RBWF-Newsletter-March-2018.pdf
http://www.rbwf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/RBWF-Newsletter-March-2018.pdf


Membership currently stands at: 

 35 Club Members, 

 16 Life Members, 

 1 Prospective Member. 

 

Treasurer 

Paul Roy, absent with regrets, had provided a financial report for March 31st and it is posted on 

the website.  The Club accounts currently contain slightly over $12,000, which does include 

some monies from Jean Armour paid bookings. 

 

Bar Steward 

Donny MacKenzie reported the current inventory: 

1/2-bottle of Bombay London Dry Gin (375 ml) – a different bottle from last year!! 

1 Bottle of Deanston  

1 Bottle of Glenlivet 

2-Bottles of Glenfiddich 12 

4 1/2- Bottles of Glenfiddich 15 
 
Entertainment 

Gordon Fader was absent with regrets and no entertainment update was available. 

 

Webmaster 

Stewart was absent with regrets, but his written report indicated that things are working well.  

Thomas Phelan has stepped into a supporting role for when Stewart is absent (as he is now).  

Thomas has completed his ‘in-briefing’ and has downloaded the appropriate software and has 

full access to the site, so that our work and news can be still posted online seamlessly.  Thank 

you, Thomas !! 

 

 

Outreach 

Clive MacGregor noted that the April Outreach is scheduled for NEXT TUESDAY (with Outreach 

events now on a regular schedule of the first Tuesday following the Monthly Meeting) at Ivany 

Place in Bedford.  An announcement will go out in the next day or so. 

 



Constitution 

John Dunn was absent with regrets.  No Constitutional Amendments are known to be pending.  

Brent Townsend raised one item that may constitute an amendment at some time in the 

future, and this is discussed under New Business. 

 

 

Special Event Committee Reports 

President Brent reported on the Jean Armour Event 2018:  The Delta is booked for April 21.  

Current bookings are lagging behind last year’s progress, with 76 people confirmed at this time.  

Club Members are urged to attend and find friends to participate. 

Brent was particularly pleased to report that David Glover’s wife, Selena, will be presenting the 

Toast for the Reply On Behalf of the Lassies, this year.  Currently the program does NOT have a 

Club Member to propose the Toast to the Lassies.  Step Forward, Gentlemen! 

At best, each year the Jean Armour Night comes close to financially breaking-even, but based 

upon current bookings, the Club will have to subsidize this year’s event in the order of $2000.  

John Lewandowski raised the subject of the Golf Outing 2018 (for September) and will do some 

preliminary location availability and pricing options reviews. 

As no venue has been set for the Friday June 1 AGM, a number of options were put forward: 

HMCS Sackville; Old Triangle; Halifax Citadel; Delta Halifax Meeting Room.  The Members who 

brought those ideas forward are encouraged to either conduct the initial fact-finding and report 

the results to Brent or David Sanderson, or to identify contact information for the venue so that 

David/Brent can pursue it. 

 

 

Old Business 

John Lewandowski updated the attendees with the progress of the Archiving Project.  The 

number of ‘boxes and bags’ containing the club historical records has been winnowed down to 

1½ banker’s boxes that he is retaining.  Clive will be digitizing the Minutes of Meetings; Fred has 

digitized all of the available supper Programs (missing 4 years – an appeal for the missing years 

will go out soon); and Phil has possession of the Charter, Club portraits, and many photos.  John 

had in his possession the last three second-edition Club golf shirts (all size XL) and they are 

available for purchase for $35 each.  Contact John (johnlew@eastlink.ca) if you are interested. 

 

mailto:johnlew@eastlink.ca


New Business 

President Brent broached the sensitive subject of allowing/inviting women to attend the 

January 2019 Burns’ Supper.  A momentary stunned silence ensued.  Brent briefly provided an 

overview of his assessment of the current level of societal change with regard to inclusivity, 

including the Me Too movement and other women’s rights social phenomena.  His principal 

concern is that the Supper (and the Club), being currently a men-only event (and organization) 

may expose the Club to public censure/vilification from women’s issues-groups. 

A number of Members encouraged Brent to bring forth a formal Motion for discussion at the 

May Meeting, with a possible vote at the June AGM.  Jim Fletcher strongly seconded Brent’s 

potential motion.  Brent will consider the timing and wording of his potential motion over the 

next two weeks. 

One or two other Members did express their misgivings/opposition to this concept, noting that 

it would significantly challenge and change the Club’s historical roots and potentially affect the 

current level of non-Club support for the event, where the attendees are attracted to the 

concept of a men-only event. 

Clive MacGregor supported the women-in-attendance concept but indicated that there was no 

need to rush into the discussion and vote, as the concept pertains only to this Burns Supper and 

could be formally considered by the new Executive at the September or October Meeting. 

As this concept pertains only to this Burns Supper, upon review of the Constitution and 

Operating Articles it does NOT affect the governance of the Club and therefore does not 

require a Special Meeting of Members for resolution.  Those documents are silent as to who 

may attend the Burns Supper.  This means a Motion supporting women’s attendance at the 

2019 Supper could be voted upon at any Monthly Meeting where a quorum is present, and 

passed by a simple majority of voting Members. 

To allow the Club Members and Life Members the opportunity to express their position on this 

issue, it is recommended that whenever the discussion is conducted, the actual vote be 

scheduled for resolution at the following Monthly Meeting, thereby allowing for absentee 

ballots to be sent out and collected from those voting Members who cannot attend the 

meeting at which the vote will be taken. 

 

 

Membership Vote 

No Membership votes were required this evening. 

 

 



Date and Location of Next Meeting 

The next regular monthly meeting shall be held on Thursday, May 3, at the Olde Triangle Irish 

Alehouse, An Seanchai Room (1900 hours for 1930 start). 

 

As a reminder to Members, the 2018 AGM will be held on Friday, June 1, 1900 for 1930 start.  

Currently the venue is still to be confirmed. 

 

 

Adjournment (Presiding Officer) 

The business portion of the meeting adjourned at 2025, and the Members ‘repaired to the Bar’ 

for libations. 

 

 

Entertainment 

No entertainment was planned for the evening and many of the attendees remained on-site to 

participate in a convivial discussion. 

Jim Fletcher (no so) subtly reminded the Members of the ‘Star’ and President Brent led the 

company in the singing of the ‘Star O’ Rabbie Burns’.  The meeting closed at 2040 hours. 

 

 

Submitted: 

Fred Leafloor, Secretary 

 


